RETURN TO THE SENATE.

Before Congress again assembled, one of the
subjects of their debates had taken its fortunes,
into its own hands. California, rapidly peopled
by the discoveries of gold, had held a convention
and adopted a frame of government with a clause
prohibiting slavery. When Congress met, the
Senators and Representatives of California were
in Washington with their free Constitution in
their hands, demanding the admission of their
State into the Union.

New Mexico was involved in a dispute with
Texas as to boundaries, and if the claim of Texas
was sanctioned, two thirds of the disputed terri-
tory would come within the scope of the annexa-
tion resolutions, and be slave-holding States.
Then there was the further question whether the
Wilmot Proviso should be applied to New Mexico
on her organization as a territory.

The President, acting under the influence of
Mr. Seward, advised that California should be ad-
mitted, and the question of slavery in the other
territories be decided when they should apply
for admission. Feeling was running very high
in Washington, and there was a bitter and pro-
tracted struggle of three weeks, before the House
succeeded in choosing a Speaker. The State Leg-
islatures on both sides took up the burning ques-
tion, and debated and resolved one way or the
other with great excitement. The Southern mem-
bers held meetings, and talked about secession and